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Yu Wins Junior Achievement Essay Competition

Blair Senior Scott Yu won
first place in the 2009 Jun-
ior Achievement Essay
Competition. Students
from our region competed
for over $100,000 in schol-
arships by writing an essay
on the topic, “How can the
Greater Washington com-
panies responsibly and
effectively deal with the
economic challenges facing
the United States.” Nine
of the top ten award win-
ners were from Montgom-

Bl air

After Thanksgiving, Blair
Sophomore Becca Ar-
cacher joined over 150
delegates from more than
40 countties at the inaugu-
ral Children’s Climate Fo-
rum (CCF) sponsored by
UNICEF. As part of the
four-member US delega-
tion, Becca traveled to
Copenhagen, Denmark,
and shared information on
our government's position
and action on climate
change. The delegates pat-
ticipated in symposia and
working groups, resulting
in the creation and adop-
tion of a final resolution
with recommendations for
world action on climate
change. This declaration
was presented to world
leaders gathering at the
U.N. Climate Change Con-
ference in December. UNI-
CEF hopes that the student
declaration will become a
basis for international co-

ery County Public Schools,
with Scott finishing first,
earning a $20,000 scholar-
ship.

Junior Achievement is the
wortld's largest organization
dedicated to inspiring and
prepating young people to
succeed in a global econ-
omy. Their programs focus
on the key content areas of
entreprencurship, work
readiness, and financial
literacy. In partnership with

Sophomor e

businesses and educators,
Junior Achievement brings
the real wotld to students,
opening their minds to
their potential and prepar-
ing them for the workplace.

For more information
about the competition and
to read Scott’s winning
esaay, go to
www.myja.org/students/
essay/.

At tends

operation similat to the
1989 Convention of the
Rights of the Child.

Opportunities for youth to
join the discussion are not
limited to the Children’s
Climate Forum. UNICEEF is
encouraging young people
to join the community at
There you can find out how
young people are respond-
ing to climate change, learn

about their experiences, and
join campaigns from around
the world.

Along with the other US
delegates in Denmark,
Becca blogged about her
experiences in Denmark at
the conference. Her blogs
can be read at

fieldnotes.unicefusa.orand

environmentaleagles.
blogspot.com
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Upcoming Dates

January 7—9th Grade Mag-
net Parent Meeting,

7pm, Auditorium
January 11—Biology HSA

January 14—10th Grade
Magnet Parent Meet-

ing, 7pm, Auditorium

January 15-22—Semester

Exams
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King, Jr. Day, No
School

January 21—11th Grade
Magnet Parent Meet-

ing, 7pm , Auditorium

January 25—professional
Day, No School for
Students

February 5—Magnet Arts
Night, 7:30 pm, Audi-

torium


http://www.myja.org/students/essay/
http://www.myja.org/students/essay/
http://www.uniteforclimate.com
http://fieldnotes.unicefusa.org/2009/12/becca_arbacer_is_one_of.html
environmentaleagles.blogspot.com
environmentaleagles.blogspot.com

People ask me
what | do in winter
when there's no
baseball. Il tell
you what | do. /
stare out the
window and wait

for spring.

-Rogers Hornsby
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Magnet Arts Night is Coming

An annual treat, Magnet Arts Night will
be held on February 5, 2010. Students
wishing to participate must sign up for
auditions by January 8. Auditions will
be held after school on January 21, 26
and 27. Questions can be directed to
Mr. Kaluta or our student directors,
Amy Liu and Greta Park.

Acts in the past ranged from traditional
cultural performances to hip-hop num-
bers to sketch comedy to four individu-
als playing Bolero on a single cello. The

talents of our students will surely amaze

us again this year.

MCPS Budget Released by Superintendent

Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS) Superintendent
of Schools Jerry D. Weast sub-
mitted to the Board of Educa-
tion a $2.2 billion operating
budget proposal for Fiscal Year
2011 that calls for no new initia-
tives or programs, but allows the
district to keep up with its grow-
ing and changing student enroll-
ment.

The proposed budget plans for
an overall 1 percent increase—
about $25 million—to pay for
rising student enrollment and
changes to the student popula-

Reduced-price Meals (FARMS)
and English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) ser-
vices.

Outlined in the budget was ten
percent reduction in special pro-
gram staffing that could affect
the special programs at Blair.
Also included were potential
areas for additional cuts if the
budget is not approved. Listed
with the potential cuts was trans-
portation for the magnet pro-
grams.

Public testimony regarding the
budget will begin on January 13.
For more information visit the
MCPS web site and click on the
green box for budget details.

Team of Three Present at
Yao Math Awards in Beijing

After successfully presenting
their project in Los Angeles, Nils
Molina, Anand Oza and Rohan
Puttagunta presented their
mathematics project at the Yau
Mathematics Award competition
in Beijing China this December.
They were awarded an honor-
able mention prize for having
one of the top ten projects inter-
nationally. For their work, they
earned a cash prize of approxi-

mately $4,000.

Only eighteen projects were
invited to present at the compe-
tition. While the winning project
was from Illinois Math & Sci-
ence, the majority of projects
presented were from Asia.

Parent Meetings to be held in January

During January, grade level mag-
net parent meetings will be held
to provide information about
upcoming events. The meetings
are designed to be grade level
specific to provide the most
relevant information to parents.
Each meeting will be in the Blair
auditorium beginning at 7:00

N tion, including
Final Exam Schedule jumps in the num-
ber of students
January 1314 Review Days receiving Free and
7:259 9:35 1st Period Exam
January 15 o055 11.55  2nd Period Exam
7:259 9:35 3rd Period Exam
January 19 o%c5 1155 4th Period Exam
7:250 9:35 5th Period Exam
January 20 o455 1755 6th Period Exam
7:250 9:35 7th Period Exam
January 21 o455 1755 8th Period Exam
January 22 Make-up Exams pm

9th Gradéi January 7

10th Gradé& January 14
11th Gradé January 21 & March 5


http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/
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Tech Ed Graduation Requirement Still Affecting Changes

Due to the recent changes in the
technology education graduation
requirement, the sequence of
courses began to change this
year for the current sophomore
class. The cause for the change
were the limited number of
courses the county awarded the
required tech credit to. The
course we selected for the mag-
net program, Principals of Engi-
neering (POE), requires two
semesters of instruction. The
technology teachers have
worked to integrate the tradi-
tional sophomore research &
experimentation course and the
junior level research design
course into the magnet version
of POE. Current sophomores
are taking POE A ecither in the
fall or spring of this year and
POE B in the fall of next year.

This arrangement has caused
some difficulty with lab usage
and staff allocation. For that
reason, we are looking to make
the following adjustments to the
sophomore and junior years.
This will only affect the science
and technology/research se-
quences.

The main changes are listed
below and will be in effect start-
ing next year.

Advanced Science 3: Earth
Space Systemsill sopho-
mores will take this course in the
fall. It will no longer be tied to
the sophomotre POE class. Stu-
dents may no longer earn a
whole credit for the one-
semester course.

Advanced Science 4: Biology:

All sophomores will take this
course over the entire year, one
period per semester. Each se-
mester will earn 0.5 credits in

biology.

Magnet POE: All sophomotes
will take POE A in the spring.
All juniors will take POE B in
the fall. Each semester will earn
0.5 credits in technology educa-
tion, meeting the state require-
ments for graduation.

Research DesignThis course
will be modified to remove the

engineering components and focus
solely on research design, research
paper writing, resume writing, and
securing internships. The course
will no longer be required for the
magnet diploma, but will be highly
suggested for students who wish to
complete a senior research project.
It will be offered in the fall for Jun-
iofs.

Courses in mathematics and com-
puter science will not be affected.
Additionally, the Senior Research
Project will still begin in the spring
of the junior year.

Before the change is official, we
would like to get parent and student
feedback. These changes will be
discussed at the parent meetings for
freshmen and sophomores. You
can also contact Mr. Ostrander at
Peter_M_Ostrander@mcpsmd.org.

Any time you have
an opportunity to
make a difference
in this world and
Yyou don't, then you
are wasting your

time on Earth.

-Roberto

Clemente

Proposed Science and R&E Sequence

Grade 10, Fall

Grade 10, Spring

Grade 11, Fall

Grade 11, Spring

Advanced Science 3:
ESS (required,0.5 cred-
its)

Advanced Science 4:

Advanced Science 4: Biol

Biology A (required, 0.5 ogy A (required, 0.5 cred-

credits) its)

POE A (required, 0.5

credits)

its)

POE B (required, 0.5 cred

Research Design (electivi Senior Research Project

0.5 credits)

(required for project cer-

tificate, 0.5 credits)

Blair Students to Present at JSHS

Regional Competition

Jacob Hurwitz and Sophia Dang
were among the five individuals
selected to present at the Wash-
ington, DC, regional Junior Sci-
ence and Humanities Sympo-
sium. Jacob and Sophia will
present their research papers on
Thursday, January 7, at George-

town University. Two of the
five regional projects will be
selected to present at the na-
tional symposium this spring.
More information can be found

at the JSHS web site
(www.jshs.org).
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